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INTRODUCTION 

In 1998 | was made aware that Thomas Dodd may not have been the man that | had 
previously imagined from reading the minutes of the London Lead Company, this 
followed my reading of British Mining No. 61 the article by John Lawson “Thomas 
Dodds — 18 Century Mining Visionary or Profiteer’. Having already transcribed the 
Court minutes for the period discussed | decided to look at the subject for myself and 
transcribed the letters referred to at Durham Record Office. The following is the 
information | have gathered since that time. 


ROBERT HAYTON 

Mary Hill's sister Ann married Robert Hayton on 15‘ February 1771, they had five 
children, Mary baptised 16 January 1771, Ann baptised 3 January 1773, Robert 
baptised 25° December 1774, Jonathan (probably baptised 1777), and Joseph 
(probably baptised in 1780). Robert Hayton junior was employed by Thomas Dodd 
(September 1803) as an agent to take the place of the late Jonathan Featherstone at 
a Salary of £40 per annum. Robert Hayton was dismissed by Thomas Dodd, and 
subsequently informed the Court of Thomas's misdeeds. The Scaleburn mine 
accounts for the period 30° September 1798 to 30 September 1799, show that 
Robert Hayton was paid 4s 6d per day for 112 days (£25 4s) for leading, stones and 
wood; and the Middlehope accounts for the same period show Robert Hayton received 
£5 for 40 days’ work as a mason, and £4 10s for slates, flaggs and leading; and the 
Broomsbury accounts for this period show Robert Hayton receiving £36 Os 10d for 
arching a level, mason work, and knockstones, buddles, flaggs and slates; 
unfortunately we do not know if these refer to father or son." 


THOMAS DODD 

The Lead Company records first mention Thomas Dodd in the minutes of Monday 2"¢ 
November 1778, in which he was appointed as assistant to their agent in Alston Moor, 
Robert Percival, at a salary of £30 per annum.? The minutes of Friday 26'" March 
1784 show that Robert Percival was discharged for, "not having conducted the 
Company's affairs to their satisfaction...” No further detail is given but Thomas Dodd 
was appointed in his place. 


Following this dismissal, the Court on 10" September 1784°, passed the following 
resolutions: - 


“That no agent be permitted to deal in any commodity made use of by the miners or 
smelters, nor that they be permitted to be concerned underhandedly with any person 
who shall deal in such goods, nor be concerned in Whimseys or letting horses to draw 
wagons, or wood, or anything of that kind for the Company; and if the salaries we now 
pay are not sufficient the Company to allow them what is equivalent. 
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“That the monthly advance money and also what becomes due to them be paid to 
themselves and no other person, in money and not in any kind of Bank notes nor any 
trades people attend pay. 


“That the ore from the Company’s mines and from each mine be kept in separate 
Bingsteads at the several mills and also Bought ore likewise separate from them. 


“That the ore of each year be smelted before the ore of the succeeding year be begun 
upon. 


“Thomas Dodd to inspect the workmen employed at the mines on Alston Moor and to 
see that they work their Bargains and ground fairly according to the Bargains let them. 


“Upon the above alterations being carried into effect the salaries of the agents to be 
considered and concluded.” 


These give some indication as to the concerns of the Court and perhaps as to why 
Robert Percival was dismissed, although no specific reason is given other than that 
he had not conducted the Company’s affairs to their satisfaction. On 6" October 1785, 
following a visit to the North by members of the Court (Jacob Hagen and Simeon 
Warner), the resolutions of 1784 were repeated but in greater detail.* 


“That the Company’s pays in the North which used to be paid half yearly be in future 
paid once every year at Michaelmas and that no one be paid for but what is washed 
and weighed up, and none sent but with a printed ticket of the quantity from the mine 
to the mill. 


“That no agent be permitted to deal in any commodity made use of by the miners or 
smelters, nor that they be permitted to be concerned underhandedly with any person 
who shall deal in such goods, nor be concerned in Whimseys or letting horses to draw 
wagons, or wood, or anything of that kind for the Company or have any allowance of 
coals and candles. 


“That the monthly advance money and also what becomes due to them be paid to 
themselves and no other person, in money and not in any kind of Bank notes nor any 
trades people attend pay; nor to any order written or otherwise, except the miner Is ill 
and cannot attend himself. 


“That the ore from the Companies mines and from each mine be kept in separate 
Bingsteads at the several mills and also Bought ore likewise separate from them. 


“That the ore of each year be smelted before the ore of the succeeding year be begun 
upon.” 


Not all Company’s thought it wrong that the agents should own horses, and charge for 
their use in the mine.° The records of the Blackett Beaumont Company give the 
following information, from a letter dated 17" January 1797, from Thomas Beaumont 
to John Blackett. He writes in reference to a letter from Ralph Coulthard and John 
Kidd who have complained to him and made allegations about Mr Emerson, the mine 
agent. He refers to these men as idle, mischievous fellows and points out that they 
were the leaders of other disturbances in Weardale. He also said: “As to the charge 
of the agent having the advantage of employing some horses, | do not see the evil 
arising from it, in a case the charge be fair and reasonable, it has always been allowed 
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to the agents who can do it at a lower rate than you, and in case they should be 
deprived of this advantage it would be reasonable that their salary should be 
advanced. | told Mr Emerson not to employ these men until they were sensible of their 
fault and promised to be quiet and peaceable for the future which | am doubtful of their 
doing.” 


Following a visit to northern mines by the Courts representatives, Thomas Dodd was 
appointed chief mining agent over all their mines in Alston Moor, on 15 September 
1785.© It was customary that the agents supply a 'Bond of Security’ to the Company 
Thomas did this on the 27" October 1785 and it was for £500. This bond was renewed 
in 1794.” 


Know all men by these present that we Thomas Dodd of Nenthead in the 
parish of Aldston in the County of Cumberland Gentleman, Christopher 
Walton of the parish of Stanhope in the County of Durham Merchant, and 
Robert French of the parish of Allendale in the County of Northumberland 
Gentleman are held and firmly bound to The Governor and Company for 
Smelting down Lead with pit Coal and Sea coal in the sum of five hundred 
pounds of good and lawful money of Great Britain to be paid to the said 
Governor and Company or their certain attorney, Successors or assigns for 
which payment to be well and faithfully made we bind ourselves and each 
of us our respective heirs executors and administrators and each of these 
present sealed with our seals dated this twenty ninth day of August in the 
thirty fourth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third by the 
Grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland king Defender of the Faith 
&c. and in the year of our lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety four. 
Whereas the above bounden Thomas Dodd is chosen and admitted Mineral 
Agent to the Governor & Company in the North of England. The Condition 
of this obligation is such that if the said Thomas Dodd do and shall from 
time to time, and at all times hereafter during his continuance in the service 
of the said Governor & Company, Faithfully and Honestly Execute and 
Discharge the said service, and every other service of the said Governor & 
Company wherein he is, shall or may be employed, and faithfully account 
for all such sums of money as he shall receive or may be entrusted with on 
behalf of the said Governor & Company. Then this obligation to be void 
and of none effect, else to be and remain in full force and virtue. 


Thomas received regular increases in his salary, on Thursday 9" September 1790 his 
salary was increased to £100 per annum this being an increase of £20 per annum on 
his former salary. On 2" June 1795, the Court increased his responsibilities, he was 
to continue as Chief mining agent in Alston Moor as well as Whitfield Colliery, and he 
was also directed to help the cashier at the payment of the miner’s monthly advances 
and the general pays.® 


At the Court meeting of Friday 11'* March 1796, it was decided that he was to "be 
appointed Chief mining agent to all the Company's mines and colliery, that he has the 
Superintendency over purchases of materials necessary for the working of the mines 
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and that he signs the bills for the same before they come to the cashier to pay." For 
this his salary was increased to £130.° 


On 30 November 1797, Thomas Dodd asked the Court for an allowance for coals 
and candles, an allowance of £20 was agreed. 


He received a further increase of £100 in 1801; and the minutes of 16th August 1804 
show that:1° 

"Thomas Dodd's request granted, instead of £20 per annum allowed for 

coals and candles, be considered as part of his salary £250 per annum." 
This was to rise to £350 in January 1811 and to £500 in March of 1812. 


As a manager, the records show that he was quick to dismiss anyone who he thought 
was not doing their job correctly for example on Thursday 26"" September 1799; the 
Court took into consideration Thomas Dodd's letter of the 21% Instant complaining of 
the bad conduct of John Cain. John Cain was discharged from the Company's service. 
Also, in a letter to the Court dated 18t January 1801, he refers to the mismanagement 
of the trial ore at Acton Mill’, and suggests that an example should be made of the 
“unfaithful smelters". On the other hand, he did recommend that those who did well 
should be rewarded, on Wednesday 25'" May 1791 after representations by Thomas 
the Court decided that "Matthew Johnson agent smelter at Nenthead Mill his present 
salary of £25 is not adequate for his services. Resolved that his salary in future be 
£35 per annum from Ladyday last.""2 


He also showed care for his workmen because of his requests the Court in April 1800 
gave £50 towards the relief of their workmen who were suffering due to the scarcity of 
bread. He also had the mill at Tynebottom, converted into a Corn Mill, for the use of 
the workmen, the minutes of 20'" June 1800 show:13 
"Thomas Dodd having represented to the Court the distressed state of the 
country for want of Corn ordered that Thomas Dodd be empowered to lay 
out £500 in conjunction with the cashier in grain to be delivered out to the 
workmen at cost price in part of their advance.” 


On 19" September 1803, Thomas Dodd recommended the appointment of Robert 
Hayton as Agent to assist him at Nenthead at a salary of £40 per annum; at the same 
time Thomas Dodd junior was appointed as an assistant to his father at £20 per 
annum.'* Robert Hayton was related to Thomas Dodd; Roberts mother Ann was the 
sister of Mary Hill who married Thomas Dodd on 16" May 1772. On 6th March 1806, 
the Court approved a request from Thomas Dodd senior to have his son appointed as 
storekeeper in addition to his post as assistant to his father; he was awarded a further 
£10 per annum for this. Thomas Dodd senior’s brother John was also employed by 
the Company, working in the Company store. 
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In the Alston lead mining memorandum book 1782 — 1813 written on a page with 
other information relating to February 1804, there is an interesting note. 


“If Hetherington had gotton his due he should have gotton a pension served upon him 
for his life time. Him and his sons cut about 20 fathoms of dead ground for nothing 
after a quarter working. Mr Dodd’s Favourite partnership cut them off and went with 
their forehead. When they were cutting the dead ground, people used to make game 
of them. Also, old Dodd thought he might well work in a partnership. After this grove 
was cut he acknowledged him to be a better miner than himself.”'° 


William Wallace in his notes on Smallcleugh mine refers to George Hetherington. 
“... An old miner named George Hetherington observed a number of weak 
leads not more in width than the thickness of a bootlace. On account of 
the hading over the Great Handsome Mea Cross vein to the West in an 
upward direction, these leads in the Little Limestone were near the vein. 
Hetherington supposed that flats in the Great Limestone might exist in 
connection with these leads, and he had three grown up sons to assist 
him he made the opening drift C.D. from the level in Middlecleugh vein. 
The Limestone is much changed and extremely hard, and it would 
probably cost, at the present time, £150 to make an opening drift of the 
same length in rock of an equal degree of hardness. A great number of 
miners worked in the Middlecleugh veins East from Hetherington's 
Crosscut. Most of these regarded Hetherington's speculation as a wild 
goose, and they ridiculed him and his sons so much, that when the 
Hetherington's heard them coming from their work they frequently hid 
themselves in some old works until they had walked past the place. 
Hetherington got a large quantity of lead, which enabled him to buy an 
estate.” 


This note from Wallace although agreeing in part with the note in the memorandum 
book, does differ in the important point that Wallace believed Hetherington to have 
made a large sum of money.'® The partnership that it believed took over 
Hetherington’s bargain was that of Charles Langhorn, and that Langhorn had 
promised a large sum of money to Thomas Dodd on his (Langhorn’s) death. Langhorn 
was an unmarried"’ man and did not have any close relatives, he died 31° July 1802 
aged 67 years, he had been living at Nentsberry Green Ends. In his will he left £20 to 
Thomas Dodd and £20 to Mary Dodd, he also appointed Thomas as one of his 
executors. Other than a few small bequests his money and property was left in trust 
to form a charity fund. The beneficiaries to be “the poor having Legal Settlements in 
the said Parish of Alston, living and residing in Nentwater that is to say at and above 
Nenthall in the Parish, and nowhere else”. The residue amounted to £611, for which 
£777 2s 1d of 3% bank annuities were obtained and invested in trust. The first 
distribution was made on 24'" December 1818.18 Money from this charity was still 
being distributed in 1955, beneficiaries receiving either 10s or £1. In 1960, it was 
proposed that the Alston charities should be combined and in 1973, the Langhorn fund 


1S Alston lead mining memorandum book 1782 — 1813. DPH/1/8/2 (Alt Ref DX616/1) Carlisle Archives 
16 William Wallace Notes. P. Jackson private collection. 

17 Report of the Charity Commissioners Cumberland 1821. 

18 Report of the Charity Commissioners Cumberland 1821. 


was being administered jointly with the Fairhill Estates charities contributing £25 per 
annum."? 


How much truth there is in this story of George Hetherington being cheated is difficult 
to say, documentation is fragmentary and other than a few references in the 
Smallcleugh accounts neither Langhorn nor Hetherington appear in the Lead 
Company records. 


Thomas Dodd was a highly respected agent and the Company relied greatly on his 
skill and knowledge, he inspected the Company’s mines for them in other parts of the 
country. On 3 September 1789, he was awarded 60 guineas for his services in 
inspecting the Company’s mines in Scotland and the Isle of Man. He received gifts 
from the Court as expressions of their thanks and appreciation of his work, 10 guinea’s 
in May 1795, £100 in November 1802, and 20 guinea’s in May 1807. 


It must therefore have come as a shock for the members of the Court to receive Robert 
Hayton’s letter dated 14 April 1808, in which he complained of mistreatment by 
Thomas Dodd, and of his dismissal from the Company's service. For the Court, it is 
the last part of the letter which was the most important, in which he states that Thomas 
Dodd junior has shares of the shop in Nenthead and shares of mines and gunpowder 
business with his uncle John Dodd; these being expressly forbidden in the resolutions 
of 1784 and 1785. 


Robert Hayton’s (Nenthead) letter of the 14" April 1808 to the Court?° 


Hon’d Masters, 

! am under the painful necessity of addressing you at this time, 
respecting a disagreement betwixt Mr Dodd and me. | will fairly and truly relate this 
circumstance and leave it to you to judge whether | am deserving of being dismissed 
from your employ for such a trifle. The old day-Book that | entered the gunpowder and 
candles into when | deliver’d them to the workmen at your magazine, being filled up, | 
asked Mr Dodd for another, but there being none in his office proper for the business, 
he gave me consent for one to be ordered of the stationer at Alston. 


| accordingly ordered one; | gave him a ruled paper to make it by. Whether he 
misunderstood my meaning, or he wilfully transgress’d his orders, | don’t know; but 
when the Book came it turn’d out to be twice as large as was intended. The first time 
| went to the office after it came, Mr Dodd fell upon me and called me all the scurrilous 
and awkward names he can’t possibly invent, as if | had been solely to blame in the 
matter. | was very much hurt by such abuse and ill treatment, and knowing my self 
clear of the charge, | begun in a very cool way to prove myself innocent. But he would 
hear no reason, and kept calling me worse and worse, till | began to reply to some of 
his expressions with some degree of warmth. At length, he got into such a rage that 
he took up the Book about which he quarrel’d me, tossed it with great vengeance at, 
and hit me on the head with it. He then ordered me out of the office, and as | was 
opening the door he laid hold of me and dashed me against the door post with great 
violence, and then setting his hand against my back, sent me with all the force he was 
possessed of down stairs, shouting after me, ye dolt, if | get at you | will Knock (strike) 
that short arm of you. Very fine expressions for a man professing religion to make use 
of. Then in a letter sent me soon after he said | was discharged from your employ. 
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You no doubt will think it a strange expression for him to say he would strike my short 
arm off, but | will relate this matter to you, | leave you to say, whether it was Christian 
behaviour to call after me in such language as this. | had a fall from a horse when 
young, in consequence of which, my arm was broken and put out of joint. The Doctor 
through bad management, suffered the arm to contract, and the bones are also out of 
their proper situation. On this account my father, though in narrow circumstances, 
(having a very small family) dispensed with my small help in the way of working, and 
put me to school 2 or 3 years, in order to make me fit for some kind of business, as he 
thought my misfortune would render me incapable of working for a living. | was very 
thankful to providence and you, for the place | have had under you, for these four years 
past, and permit me to say, have made it my study to render myself worthy of the 
favour, | don't like to speak much in vindication of my conduct, except in cases of 
necessity. | only say that | defy any man to come forward and prove that | ever 
neglected your business entrusted to me, or otherwise injured you, or any man, in your 
concerns in this place. | refer you to the Mr Stagg and Mr Friend with whom I| have to 
do, respecting the Ore when it goes to the mills and business on their accounts: Also, 
Mr Smith at Whitfield mill, who will also inform you of my conduct respecting the Ore 
and Ore accounts. | would have observe, my Father has served you near forty years, 
and in a little time will be unable to work, and when that takes place, his dependence 
will be on me. My Father, myself, and many others have long thought that Mr Dodd 
wants my situation for his son Thomas as he proffered to get me a situation in the East 
Indies last year. His son has got married and being very gay and extravagant, takes 
a great deal of supporting: And yet his income must be considerable as he has a share 
of a shop at Nenthead, shares of mines and gunpowder business with his uncle John 
Dodd. | could make your ears tingle if | had room to mention the things of this nature 
| know. Every body knows if young Mr Dodd is appointed to my place, it will be solely 
for the emolument arising from it, as every person knows very well, he will never attend 
to it at all, and in fact, knows nothing about it. | understand he has so much a year for 
attending the delivery of the wood at the mines and he never attends it any time. | 
could have said a great deal more respecting the ill treatment | have met with from 
time to time, from Mr Dodd’s self and family, and about things that seriously affect your 
concerns in this place; but on the account of Mr Dodd being instrumental of my getting 
a situation under you | forbore, | encourage myself in the hope that you will continue 
me in your employ, not being conscious of doing any thing to render me deserving of 
a discharge from the place | hold. 


| am Hon’d Masters ever your humble servant R Hayton 


| should thank you kindly for an answer hoping you will continue me in my place till 
you enquire into my conduct of impartial men. Please to inclose the answer to this 
undercover to Mr Stagg. 


On 27' April 1808 Robert Hayton wrote again to the Court, expressing his surprise at 
seeing Ralph Briggs appointed in his place.*’ He then proceeds to accuse Thomas 
Dodd senior of: - 


1. Having a great share in supplying the miners with tools. 
2. | Having a share in the gunpowder business. 
3. | Having a share in a farm. 
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4. Paying debts owed by the miners to the shop with Company money, and then 
putting this debt onto the miners Company account so that the miner is in debt 
to the Company and has to work to pay it off. 


Acting as a land agent and taking a percentage of the rents. 
Employing a man on his farm at the Company’s expense. 

That he does not pay for his coal and candles. 

That he was working for the Dean and Chapter. (Durham) 

That he had shares in a bargain and hired men to work the bargain. 


if a letter to the Court dated 16‘ April 1808 Thomas Dodd wrote asking for a 
replacement for Robert Hayton.”4 


OMNAA 


“The washing is now begun in the Moor and | requested in my letter of the 26" past to 
have a person appointed in Hayton’s place and beg the Court will give me immediate 
orders on that point. | never had so much trouble and vexation with any man on earth 
as Hayton, but am resolved never to have more from that quarter.” 


Robert Hayton’s (Nenthead) letter of the 27" April 1808 to the Court”° 


Hon’d Masters, 

| was not a little surprised on seeing a man appointed to my place 
immediately after Mr Dodd received your letter. | will first observe, that it is my real 
opinion, along with Mr Stagg and all the people that have known any thing about the 
affair, you would not have consented to my dismissal, if you had known the real 
circumstances of the case; but make no doubt they have been wrong represented by 
Mr Dodd. | hope you will excuse me the expression when | say, you are sadly deceived 
with regard to Mr Dodd’s conduct. Your business in this country has got into great 
confusion, owing to the private concerns clashing so much with it. You are perhaps 
not aware that Mr Dodd has hold of every thing almost that comes within his reach; 
Viz. A great share of supplying your mines with shovels, colrakes, nails in fact; almost 
every kind of hardware the mines require. Also, a share of gunpowder business with 
his brother John (who by the by is not worth the expenses he runs you to every year, 
let alone his salary, for his chief business at Nenthead is to get money entered for his 
shopgoods, gunpowder etc. and to solicit new orders for these articles) a share of a 
farm etc. etc. which cannot be fully expressed in the compass of a letter. 


He has a very great number of cottage houses, rent for which, cash for shop goods 
for his son Thomas and partners, cash for shop goods, gunpowder etc. for his brother 
John and every other species of debts they want is entered generally on the month 
days whether the persons have the money so advanced earned under you or not, for 
| can prove it to a demonstration that there have been persons in your balances at the 
year end that would not been there if it had not been owing to large advances put in 
for the sundry articles named above. Mr Dodd is also employed by sundry persons to 
let their farms at so much per £ or otherwise and it frequently happens that when he 
enters as landlord, the old tenant is greatly in arrear with his rent, and let him be ever 
so infirm, or unsuitable for your business he is immediately employed, and frequently 
to the disappointment and injury of your best workmen. | understand Mr Dodd has 
nothing allowed for coals and candles above the £20 you advanced his salary on that 
account but it is well known by Mr Stagg myself and others, that he does not pay fora 
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third of these articles; you will easily imagine who pays for the remainder. | heard him 
say not above half a year ago, that he has received some very unpleasant letters from 
you and if you did not let him alone he would give up and that he cared nothing for 
you, saying at the same time he could live without you and further observing if he had 
a mind to turn himself wholly to the Dean and Chapter, what they would allow him and 
what he could realise of his own (which must be considerable) he could live very well. 
| am persuaded you are not so credulous as to believe him, when he says that if you 
don’t discharge me, he will quit your business, or if ye won't let him alone, he will do 
it. Itis laughable to hear a man talk thus. There are very few men in this poor country, 
would be fond of giving up 8 or 9 hundred pounds a year, which is moderately rating 
his income. It is also a joke if he endeavour to make you believe that there is no 
person in this country so fit for his place as himself, | can render you such imminent 
service. The contrary is plain to every discerning eye; for where a man at the head of 
a public concern has shares of so many private concerns depending for their success 
upon the public concern, it is impossible it can have justice done it. It remains for me 
to say that | would have been extremely happy to have served you in my late capacity, 
or any other, | must say there is still room especially in the wood business, for there is 
very much wanting a steady man to attend the delivery of it from the carriers to see 
whether they bring the full quantity delivered to them at the woods. Should thank you 
very kindly for either appointing me to this business or letting me continue in my old 
place till you come into the country and have an opportunity of investigating my 
conduct, when | am persuaded you will find no just grounds for my dismissal. 


| am Dr Masters your very humble servant Robert Hayton. 


| cannot omit naming some more things that are very injurious to you. Every person 
in this place are very much astonished that you gave consent to Mr Dodd doing 
business for the Dean and Chapter, as you cannot help thinking that when he is absent 
from your concerns here (which frequently happens) on the above account your 
business in a certain degree must be neglected. It is so gross a thing what | am now 
going to mention that it is a matter of talk for everyone. Mr Stephenson who married 
Mr Dodd’s daughter and Joseph Cowper Mr S Nephew carried on shop keeping at 
Nenthead, but on Mr S. obtaining the surgeoncy in the Lancashire Militia they gave up 
that business, 3 or 4 years ago, and ever since that time Mr Dodd has been taking 
money off such of your workmen as owed the above persons to the great injury of you 
and said workmen. Mr Dodd keeps one man constantly employed in attending his 
cows, horses and working about his lands, except for 2 or 3 hours in the forenoon (by 
way of covering the fraud) at any small job belonging your works, and which is all you 
get for 13/ or 14/ per week. He has also a share in a bargain along with 6 or 7 men 
for a number of years, paying so much a Bing out and selling the ore themselves, 
which | expect you will not approve. He never scruples to take of the masons and 
joiners from your employ when they have half completed their days labour. Young 
Dodd has used your candles and coals in abundance since he married, having not 
paid one shilling for these things”. 


Isaac Hornsby was married on the 4" July 1791 to Mary the eldest daughter of Thomas 
Dodd. Anna the third daughter of Thomas Dodd married Thomas Stephenson a 
surgeon at Nenthead on the 24" February 1801. 


The next letter is from Robert Stagg senior to the Court dated 11'° May 1808, in this 
he confirms what Robert Hayton has said. He goes further and points out a deficiency 


in the stock of gunpowder; and gives details of the fraud associated with the bargains 
and selling of ore. (Robert Stagg died in June 1808, his son Joseph took over his post.) 


Letter from Robert Stagg (Alston) to the Court 11'° May 18087 
Honoured Masters 


Sirs, 
| have received yours of the 5" Inst. enclosing two letters from 
Robert Hayton to you, and at your request shall candidly and faithfully give you my 
sentiments on their contents: though | feel it a painful task, for | am so weak | am 
unable to write myself, all | can do is to dictate to my son. 


When Robert Hayton was first appointed to his late situation under you, he was 
unacquainted with the business and of consequence did not manage it well for some 
time, which obliged me to find fault several times, when this was done he always 
behaved in a becoming manner and promised to take all possible pains in future, and 
for some time past we have seen nothing to complain of, he got acquainted with his 
business and managed it very well, and so far as we observed he has been diligent 
and steady, and except what has come from Mr Dodd we never heard anything 
improper laid to his charge. | sincerely believe his chief fault with Mr Dodd has been 
too warmly vindicating his own conduct, when Mr Dodd charged him with any thing, 
and though he might be blameless yet this is a manner Mr Dodd cannot put up with. 
Hayton’s account of his quarrel with Mr Dodd is, | dare say very just and | believe the 
country considers it a most scandalous thing indeed for a person to be turned out of 
his situation on account of such a foolish piece of business, and for my part | can view 
it in no other light. 


| attempted to interfere and begged Mr Dodd to be reconciled to Hayton again, but all 
in vain, he was quite resolute and violent against him observing he was determined 
Hayton should quit the Company’s service or otherwise he would himself. 


What Robert Hayton observes about Thomas Dodd junior in his first letter to you is 
true, he has grown very dissipated and not at all likely to attend to his business; he 
went off to Gretna Green some time since with an innkeeper’s daughter at Nenthead, 
to the no small mortification and grief of his parents and friends. | understand the 
business of his appointment to attend the delivery of wood etc at the mines Is left to 
be done by the Companies wagemen, but much neglected: - he has as Hayton 
observes a share along with Isaac Hornsby and John Hutchinson of the shop at 
Nenthead: they were joint agents to the Durham Bank, but now only Hutchinson’s 
name appears in the banking business. Though | understand it is carried on the same 
as before: This shop business is quite scandalous and what | still consider altogether 
improper for Agents or their families to be concerned in. | always believed Mr Dodd 
had a share with his brother John of the gunpowder business, it is kept along with the 
Company’s in your gunpowder house and your Agent delivers it (Robert Hayton had 
this to do till his dismissal) to the workmen. They supply the workmen with upward of 
one half of what is used at your mines, which is a capital business to them as you will 
find if you enquire further into it. | must also now mention to you that there is a 
deficiency in the stock of 94 half barrels of the Company’s gunpowder at your 
gunpowder house at Nenthead, how this has arisen | cannot tell, but that it is lost to 
you Is certain, you may judge by what probable means. 
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The trade carried on with the Company’s mines is most notorious; what Hayton 
mentions is a fact at Irishopeburn, Fairhill, Fletchers etc. etc. Bargains or rather the 
mines, have been let for a term of years, the partners taking such mines paying a 
trifling sum per Bing to the Company, but the account at the end of the year is made 
up to appear as though these men had raised ore and worked Dead work in the regular 
way for Mr Dodd always buys the ore. Irishopeburn mine was let in this form last year 
and raised nearly two hundred bings of ore (lsaac Hornsby and his partner in the shop 
at Nenthead (Hutchinson) are parties in the bargain) you will probably remember this 
mine never raised any ore of consequence before. Mr Dodd, Thomas Dodd junior, 
Hornsby etc. have hirelings that are partners in such bargains. The mine accounts 
are not as you will expect a fair representation of what has been done but are made 
up just as best preserve appearances. It is the outcry of the whole country that Mr 
Dodd and his family monopolise almost every kind of business that is anyway 
connected with your concerns, and he has ordered advances to a considerable 
amount for persons who were in the Balance paper for the express purpose of paying 
himself, his brother, Hornsby etc. Robert Hayton frequently had this money to take up 
or collect for the above purpose on the month day, such as this has really brought the 
Company’s business into confusion and disrepute. 


It is a general opinion that John Dodd is quite a useless person and also a very 
expensive one to the Company. 


| suppose Robert Hayton speaking about the farm, refers to the one he took off Mr 
Rippon when you took the lease of Rippon’s mines. The farm is managed and worked 
by a workman of the Companies and has still been, who has always a full years wages 
entered in the Stanhope mine accounts. 


What Robert Hayton says about Mr Dodd’s coals and candles is just, which will appear 
by the accounts which he (Hayton) kept and by our Due papers. | have always been 
quite surprised at you allowing Mr Dodd to be Agent for the Dean and Chapter, 
Durham, when at the same time he cannot do your own business without so many 
assistants. 


Robert Hayton, it is evident writes in the way of retaliation, he would not have brought 
these things to light had this quarrel not taken place, but though this is the case | 
cannot detect him in asserting any thing really false and unfounded, though had Mr 
Dodd the explaining he would give several things a different colouring, however 
Hayton has given you a clue which may lead to interesting discoveries if you think 
proper to investigate things more thoroughly. 


What he says about several in the country being fit for Mr Dodd’s place is rash and 
foolish. | know not one in the country suitable that can be got. 


| have not explained every particular, which Hayton has brought forward, but if you 
require further information on any thing | will give you it to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. 


On reviewing what | have been obliged to remark on Mr Dodd’s conduct | cannot help 
being pained at having such a task assigned me, however what | have said is without 
prejudice or partiality and what | conceive you require and expect of me. 


Things of this kind | expected would come to your knowledge at some time or other 
but | had hoped to have been done with the business of this life before such an opening 
out had taken place. 


| am most respectfully Gentlemen 
Your most obedient 
Humble servant 
Robert Stagg. 


Robert Hayton moved to Grassington in order to find employment, and it is from there 
that he wrote to the Court on 3 June 1808, in order to explain why he had taken some 
of the Company books. This he says was done in order that he would have some 
evidence to support his accusations, and also as the Court had not responded to his 
letters he thought that when there was next a visit by members of the Court he would 
be able to present them with the books. In this letter he also refers to the way in which 
Mr Dodd and his brother kept their gunpowder in the Company magazine and kept the 
stocks of Company gunpowder low in order that they could sell their own. He also 
lays doubt about the security put up by Thomas Dodd. (All agents were obliged to put 
up a security, his was for £500, presented to the Court on 27" October 1785.) 


Letter from Robert Hayton (Grassington) to the Court 3rd June 180875 


Honoured Masters, 

On account of my dismissal from your employment, | have been 
under the necessity of leaving Nenthead to seek a situation in this country, being 
determined, that Mr Dodd should not be gratified by seeing me work for bread in the 
place where | served you and him as an Agent. 


| was not a little uneasy that you took no notice of my letters, not so much that you did 
not answer them, but that you never asked the Mr Stagg’s opinion respecting the case. 
Mr Stagg and some other of your Agents here are of the opinion, you intend to say 
nothing about the affair till some of you be in the country, and which is hinted to me, 
will very likely be some time this summer. | understand from what | can gather from 
other people Viz. such as Mr Dodd makes free to talk to on the subject, that he has 
taken particular pains to make me appear as black as possible in your eyes, and 
especially with regard to me not delivering up the Books, etc. | have in my possession 
belonging to you. There are two reasons may be assigned for my retention of them; 
first, after Mr Dodd’s quarrel and mine, his proud and insolent son threatened to strike 
me down one day. | could not put up with this from a cousin 10 or 12 years younger 
than myself, and of course words began to run very high on both sides. | told him 
allusion to nefarious practice, that he and his father might get peculation sacks and 
throw them over their shoulders and go and join Lord Melville. For this | was 
threatened to be prosecuted, and so thought fit to keep the books, that in case they 
should proceed in this way, | might produce the Books as corroboration of what | had 
said, as there are records in them that would completely establish the above assertion. 
The second reason | assign for retaining them Is this: As you had not taken any notice 
of my letters, by way of answer, | thought if the Books etc. were in my possession 
when you came into the country | would have an opportunity of delivering them to 
yourselves and letting you see my lame arm Mr Dodd threatened to strike off, when 
perhaps you would have more mercy on me than Mr Dodd has had, for it is not possible 
you can have less. There is a circumstance or two (out of a multitude that cannot be 
mentioned in the compass of a letter, but which | could relate, if you would condescend 
to hear me when you are in the country) | did not mention to you in my former letters, 
which I’m sure if known to you before, you would have laid aside: What | allude to here 
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is, first, that Mr Dodd and his brother has made a practice for many years of sending 
their gunpowder into your magazine for me and others to deliver out amongst your 
workmen. And since Mr Dodd has ordered such small quantities at a time, they always 
let your stock be exhausted before Mr Dodd gave orders for more, which gave him 
and his brother an opportunity of vending a great deal amongst your workmen before 
your new stock came in. 2nd Mr Dodd gave an order to Mr John Grey of Newcastle 
for 20 half casks last year, | am of opinion, was without your consent: Not only so but 
I’m very much inclined to think the workmen were not fairly used in the business. This 
might be known if you could get an account from John Grey what Mr Dodd paid him 
per cask for it. | conclude with the observation it is the general opinion in Alston Moor 
that Dodd (if you believe him) has deceived you respecting him drawing out his 
security from the Durham Bank. It is very unlikely that they will take John Hutchinson’s 
security (who is a partner with Hornsby and young Dodd in the shop at Nenthead) for 
£1000 or £1500 of their notes in his hands, when he himself is not worth above £200 
or £300. | am determined to throw my self upon your mercy when you are in the 
country when I hope my case may be fully considered. In the mean time, | am Dear 
Masters your unworthy and unfortunate servant, Robert Hayton Jnr. 


There then follows action by the Court to investigate these allegations for themselves, 
and the records show that Mr Masterman was to go and meet with Joseph Stagg, this 
meeting was to be kept secret.76 


A record of a Committee meeting held on the 16 June 1808 


“The Court having received intimation in various letters from the North, that states 
have prevailed in a principle department it has been thought advisable for the 
Company to avail themselves of the services of Mr Masterman for the purpose of 
ascertaining by private means how far the reports which have been made to the Court 
are well or ill founded. 


“The committee to whom the Court’s direction of this matter has been referred have 
therefore requested the attendance of Mr Masterman with a view of learning in the first 
instance how far it may be consistent with his engagements to carry into effect the 
wishes of the Court. 


“The committee have the satisfaction to acquaint the Court that Mr Masterman has 
confirmed his willingness to comply with their wishes and will be ready to take his 
departure from London about the end of this month. 


“In consequence of which a general conversation has taken place at a meeting held 
with him this day and various points upon which your committee have thought it most 
important to obtain information have been noticed for his guidance with a view of 
enabling him to report his opinion hereafter on the nub of this subject.” 


23'4 June A Committee held. Mr Masterman present 


Francis Cooper Governor, Richard Chester Deputy Governor, Mr James Palmer, Mr 
Charles Pearson, Mr Charles Mills. 


Mr Masterman stated to the committee his intention of setting out on Saturday 2" July. 


A letter was agreed upon, to be written to Joseph Stagg to be signed by the 
Governor.2’ 
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Copy of the letter sent to Joseph Stagg on 23 June 1808 from the Court. 
Mr Joseph Stagg 


Sir 

Our friend Mr Masterman being about to take a journey to the 
Lakes. He has been requested by the Court to go by way of Nenthead in order to 
have a conference with you upon the state of the Company’s affairs, and you are 
desired to meet him at the Queens Head on Friday the 8" July morning and to give 
him every information within your knowledge that respects the interests of the 
Company. 
You will take notice that the cause of your journey is not to be made known to any one 
even of your own family. Although Mr Masterman is not this year a member of the 
Court you are to consider him in their perfect confidence and you are expected to 
communicate with him upon all matters without any reserve whatsoever. 


You will not notice anything of what is here written in your letters to the Court, but if 
you should judge any reply necessary you will address yourself to me. 


Brabant Court. Philpot Lane. 


Joseph Stagg wrote to Mr Masterman on 19" October 180878, asking for the Courts 
advice with regards to the fixing of the prices for gunpowder and candles; he also 
comments on the profit made by Mr Dodd and his brother. He had also found that two 
more bargains had been let at Irishopeburn (mentioned in his father’s letter of 11 May 
1808) on similar terms. 


Letter from Joseph Stagg (Alston) To Mr Masterman the 19" October 1808 


Mr Masterman, 
Sir, 

| wrote two letters to you since you were in the country both of 
which | hope you received. My principle reason for writing at present is to have your, 
or the Court’s directions how to proceed with Report to fixing the price per barrel to 
take the gunpowder off the workmen. Mr Dodd has without fixed the price and of 
course allows himself and brother what profit he thinks proper by what they furnish the 
workmen with. We are just going to commence the reckonings | therefore conceive it 
my duty to represent this to you and to request your directions as soon as convenient. 
Mr Dodd charged the last quarters candles 14/6 but | paid them only 11/- observing 
that the ready money price of candles was no more, and that the Greenwich Hospital 
and works were furnished by Mr Dickinson at six months credit at that rate. | find the 
Company have to pay for the candles used at Irishopeburn mine every quarter the 
same as for the candles used at the other mines. Two more bargains have been let 
in the moor that | know of upon the same conditions as Irishopeburn mine is let, since 
you were here, | got this out of Briggs the new Agent without his being aware | had 
any design in the enquiries | made. 


We are much plagued with the Lead ore carriers at present. All proprietors of lead ore 
are trying their utmost to get them carried before the winter sets in: and there is a great 
deal more in the country than can be got off. Col Beaumont’s superintendent (my 
father in law) told me this week they have upwards of two thousand Bings of ore at 
Coalcleugh and Allenheads that must remain in the mines over winter and in Weardale 
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a great deal more. | suppose at least five thousand Bings in the whole. Our lead has 
gone away from the mills very briskly of late. 


| have quite brought Matthew Johnson the Agent at Nenthead mill into my measures 
they have been smelting very badly at that mill for some months past which he is now 
well convinced of, he therefore sees it indispensable to go upon another plan: They 
have taken about one third of a Bing of ore more at Nenthead mill for the last three 
months to make a Fodder of lead than we have done at Stanhope mill. | have the 
Stanhope smelters at this time at Nenthead mill smelting Tontale ore, the Nenthead 
smelters had smelted some Tontale ore so extremely ill that the workmen complained 
very heavily to Mr Dodd and he got quite out of patience with them and Johnson. 
However, before | heard this | had turned some of the smelters of work and made 
other arrangements which when I| told Mr Dodd, perfectly satisfied him. | have also 
reduced the price of smelting from 10/- to 8/6 per Fodder. Consequence of which the 
smelters have left their work expecting we could not do without them. This | was aware 
of and considered how to move; and have so laid my plans as to convince them we 
are independent of them and when they are more sensible of that | will make them 
better to manage. One of the workmen at Mannorgill has been killed by the crushing 
machine catching his foot about a fortnight since. 


| am with great respect 
Sir 
Your most humble servant 
Joseph Stagg 
PS. 


Should the Court think of appointing my brother to my former situation | should wish 
to know it as early as it can be done with propriety. At the same time, | will observe to 
you that | wish the Court to determine on this price just as may be thought most for 
the Company’s interest, for, except the disagreeableness of a traveller's life to a 
married person, my brother has no motive for desiring to change his present position. 


On 215 October, Joseph wrote again to Mr Masterman, expressing his concern about 
the price of gunpowder, and the Irishopeburn bargains. He also informed him that 
Ralph Briggs, Robert Hayton’s successor had a share in a bargain; and that the shop 
at Nenthead was a “source of incalculable infamy to the Company’s business”. He 
supports further that the allegation regarding money being put on miners accounts, 
and the use of Company coal by Mr Dodd. This letter is unclear in places and the seal 
covers part of a sentence, therefore that part that says, “Nenthead shop he is same of 
work and must pay through work.” may be incorrect. 


Letter from Joseph Stagg (Alston) to Mr Masterman on the 215 October 18087° 


Mr Masterman 
Sir 

Since writing to you on the 19th | have seen all the invoices of 
gunpowder sent to Mr Dickinson, the moor master, for the last year viz. from 
Michaelmas 1807 to Michaelmas 1808. The price charged is £5 10s per barrel without 
variation throughout the year. 10 percent discount and 2.5 percent gunpowder. The 
carriage from Kendal which is 46 miles is 4/6 per barrel neat cost in Alston £5 1s 3d 
per barrel. The cost was | believe exactly the same last year and Mr Dodd ordered 
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the gunpowder to be taken of the workmen at £7 4s per barrel. | should be very glad 
if the Court would fix the price this year. However, | think it my duty to make these 
observations to you and you may make use of them you think proper. 


| understand the Nenthead smelters are wishing to return to work again and one 
blames another for standing out. | suppose they intend to offer their services to the 
Company again tomorrow on the terms we have fixed. 


The Irishopeburn Co. have had upwards of £200 advanced by Mr Dodd’s orders to 
carry on the mine this year, and all the persons who take bargains in the same way, 
have also money advanced. 


R Brigg’s, R Hayton’s successor, has a hireling employed in a bargain. 


Isaac Hornsby’s advances for whimsey and level horses only amount to about £350 
for this year. 


Doctor Harrison’s advances this year will be about £90 and J Hutchinson (partner in 
the shop at Nenthead) about the same. 


The shop concern at Nenthead is a source of incalculable infamy to the Company’s 
business and will be, so long as Mr Dodd’s sons are partners. 


This Truck Mr Johnson of Nenthead told me, in a confidential way, that a certain 
workman had said he could upon oath testify if required, that about £16 was added to 
his account and for which he never worked, to pay a bill due to the shop Co. | heard 
R Hayton say the same thing some time since. The shop concern keeps up the 
Banking agency which our Bankers are still jealous of and without much reason. And 
it is acommon observation that if a person only be in debt to the Nenthead shop he is 
same of work and must pay through work. 


Matthew Johnson also told me that when Mr Dodd was at Durham he sent orders that 
the coal carriers should fill his, | Hornsby’s and his son’s coal houses with coals before 
any were carried to any other place (in their Nenthead mines) this J Bell the marking 
Agent told Johnson as a secret. The order was sent to Bell and Briggs and it seems 
they all understand that the Company pay for these coals. 


| am Sir Yours respectfully 
Joseph Stagg 


P.S. You may find the Courts rules to their Agents in letter books Dec 10 1778 and 
Oct 6" 1785 at the latter date you will find “No Agent shall have any allowance of coals 
and candles”. In 1798 a gratuity of £20 per annum was given to Mr Dodd and my late 
farther in lieu of any such of any such allowance. If !am not mistaken Mr Dodd at that 
time requested some allowance for his office. 


The Court’s letter of the 27° October acknowledges Joseph’s letters, and answers his 
query with regard to gunpowder. Word had got out about the behaviour of Thomas 
Dodd and that the Company were aware of it. This is made apparent by a letter from 
William Todd offering his services if Thomas Dodd was to be dismissed. 


Letter to Joseph Stagg from London dated the 27 October 1808°° 
Mr Stagg 

Sir 

On Mr Pearson’s very return we found your first two letters and | have to 

acknowledge the receipt of those of the 19" and 21*' Instant, these two last were laid 
before the committee, who have our joint and separate reports under consideration, 
but as they were not before the Court you would not receive any directions respecting 
the price the workmen are to be charged for the gunpowder therefore (if on receipt of 
this there should be time to exchange a letter with the Court previous to your reckoning 
with the workmen | think you should write a letter on this subject to know the price that 
the Court may determine to fix, at the same time offering your opinion what you think 
fair for the workmen to pay over and above the price at which the Company purchase 
it which | conclude you are made acquainted with, when any is forwarded, if not the 
Court will furnish you with it, but if there should not be time to receive the Courts 
instructions as above proposed then you and Mr Dodd will (I suppose) fix it the same 
as last year. 


The other subject noticed in yours are also under consideration and that part which 
relates to your brother will be replied to as early as the nature of the subject, as 
connected with other arrangements will admit. 


Letter from William Todd (Alston) to the Court on the 5 January 1809.* 
Gentlemen. 


As there has been of late a great deal said here about Mr Thomas Dodd 
leaving your employ. In case it should prove true and that he leave it. | take this early 
opportunity of offering you my service. Should | meet with you approbation when you 
may want a person to manage your mines | hope | shall give satisfaction. 


| worked in the mines for several years and since | gave over working | have for the 
last 18 years been engaged in the inspection of a number of mines in this 
neighbourhood. 


You'll please to observe | do not wish to have any persons place from him, but when 
a vacancy takes place then | will thank you for the situation. But before | can expect 
it | suppose you will enquire more about me, and as | am well known here | dare 
venture to refer you to any person or persons who does know me. | am 


Gentlemen Your very 
Obedient servant 
William Todd 


The letters (D/Bo/B 318 - 327) quoted in this section are included with the kind 
permission of the Bowes Museum and the Durham Record Office. 


The behaviour of Thomas Dodd had also upset some of the miners, three miners 
employed by the London Lead Company applied to the Agent at Coalcleugh (Blackett 
Beaumont Company mine) for a job, as they were dissatisfied with the irregular 
behaviour of Mr Dodd. This is mentioned in a letter dated the 10th January 1809 from 
Mr Joseph Dickinson to Mr Morrison, writing about Coalcleugh mine he said, “The 
Lead Company had three face men working for some time past close to the end of 
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their boundary and brought out their work at Coalcleugh, which took up part of the 
convenience which should now be useful but for the irregular behaviour of Mr Dodd of 
late, wishing to leave that work, the men petitioned Mr Little to employ them under Col 
Beaumont. We have employed them thinking that they may be useful in pointing out 
the different strings etc. about the new boundary and that no more men may be sent 
there. ’°2 


As a result of the information given to the Court, on the 6'" December 1810°° they 
passed the following resolutions: - 


“Resolution 1 That it is expedient to appoint a Superintendent to the Company’s 
concerns in the North. 


“Resolution 2 That the appointment be offered to Mr Bainbridge of Alston. 
“Resolution 3 That Boltshaw mine shall not be given up at present. 


“Resolution 4 That a fund be established for the relief of maimed and decayed 
workmen employed by the company. 

“Resolution 5 That the sum of £25 be given to Joshua Stagg junior for his 
attendance and charges on the Newcastle journeys which he took 
with Robert Stagg, from the death of Joseph Stagg to the 
appointment of Joseph Little. 


“Resolution6 —R Stagg to take the Superintendency of Coanwood colliery. 

“Resolution 7 That John Dodd’s appointment is rendered unnecessary and that he 
be discharged upon due notice. 

“Resolution 8 That no gunpowder be used by the Company’s workmen but what is 
furnished by order of the Court and be charged to them at prime cost 
with only the addition of freight and carriage. 


“Resolution 9 That the candles be purchased upon the best terms, paid for 
quarterly and charged in the same manner as the gunpowder. 


“Resolution 10 That in letting of bargains no person whatever shall have a hireling 
employed on any account in the Company’s works except a 
workman who may fall sick and has taken a bargain previous to his 
sickness and he shall only be allowed this till that bargain is finished. 

“Resolution 11. That no bargain be let for a longer term than a quarter of a year. 

“Resolution 12 That as few wagemen as possible be employed, but that in every 
instance where it can be accomplished, the work be done by the 
piece of what nature soever. 

“Resolution 13 That for engaging of Whimsey or Level Horses used by the 
Company, notice to be given to the parties letting the same for 
receiving proposals for yearly contract; the proposals to be given 
under seal and forwarded to the Superintendent. 

“Resolution 14 That all stores such as wood, rope, iron etc. necessary for the 
Company’s mines shall be purchased of the first wholesale houses 
at Newcastle at the short credit, and the benefit of discount taken 

“Resolution 17 That the store keeper shall keep a correct record of ... wood, rope, 
iron, gunpowder, candles and other stores; keeping a similar account 
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of the same, making a distinct account of what is to be reckoned for 
with the workmen from what is paid for by the Company... 


“Resolution 18 That Joshua Stagg senior give the whole of his attention to the 
mining in Teesdale. 


“Resolution 19 That Joshua Stagg junior be appointed the mill agent at Egglestone. 


“Resolution 20 That no Agent, Clerk, or assistant, or any party on their behalf shall 
have any concern, directly or indirectly, in selling gunpowder, 
candles, or any other material used in the Company’s Mines, or be 
concerned in the Corn Trade, or in the sale of shop goods to the 
Company’s workmen, or any others, either directly or indirectly. 


“Resolution 21. That no Agent, Clerk, or assistant, or any party on their behalf shall 
have any Mine or shares of Mine, or be concerned either in Mine 
adventuring, or in the purchase of Ore, directly or indirectly, or in any 
shape whatever... 


“Resolution 22 Coals and Candles are not allowed to any Agent or otherwise. 


“Resolution 23. That the letting of Tynebottom Estate and other of the Company’s 
property in the North shall be under the direction of the 
Superintendent and the rent and profits be paid to the Company 


cashier. 

“Agents Salaries be fixed as follows to commence from the 1° January 1811. 
Thomas Dodd senior £350 per annum 
Robert Stagg £300 S 
Joshua Stagg Senior £100 “ " 
Joshua Stagg Junior £80 - * 
John Smith £100 - : 
Mathew Johnson £80 p . 
John Little £130 = : 
Isaac Hornsby £120 . 
Thomas Dodd Junior £100 : “ 
Isaac Batey £80 : 7 
Ralph Briggs £60 7 : 
Total £1,500 


“The thanks of the Court be presented to Messrs Pearson and Masterman for the 
trouble they have taken in visiting the Company’s works in the North and that they be 


Ls my 


requested to accept each of a piece of plate, value ten guinea’s. 


It is interesting to note that despite all that has been said it is only John Dodd who is 
dismissed and that the others get a pay rise. 


The Court of 6" December 1810 also offered the post of General Superintendent in 
the North to the Company’s Solicitor, Robert Bainbridge. This offer was not accepted 
and the Report of the Courts Visit to the North in 1813 again contemplated Robert 
Bainbridge as being a fit person to be General Superintendent. 


On the 5° September 1811 the Court approved the appointment of Simon Dodd as 
assistant to his father at a salary of £20 per annum. 


The Court wrote to Thomas Dodd in January 1812 enquiring about the way in which 
lrishopeburn was being worked. In response he wrote the following reply to the Court 
on 13" January 1812. 


“In answer to the Courts letter of the 9 respecting Irishopeburn mine, | have to state 
as follows. 1st the Bargain has to run till the 30" September 1813. 2nd the number 
of hands now employed as pickmen are 12, which number they are not to exceed, but 
has the liberty to reduce them to 4, but in the summer season they employ not less 
than 10 men and lads to wash the ore, having so much rubbish in it, it requires many 
hands to make it clean. 3rd my sole and entire reason for letting this Bargain beyond 
the usual time, and which is the only one in the Company’s works, was the universal 
poverty of the mine and the Company’s advantage. Previous to my letting this Bargain 
the mine stood unwrought a long time on account of its poverty, for there was not ore 
in it to work it by price of Bing, nor was there any object left for fresh trials. | therefore 
let the Bargain to the present workmen until the period above mentioned for which 
they pay the Company £55 per annum and sell to me the ore at a low market price, 
the £55 being always reduced off the ore whatever sum it amounts to, and this mine 
being a concern of so little moment | therefore concluded it was not worth troubling 
the Court with an explanation of it, but represented it under the usual mode of Bargains 
at other mines. Now the method by which these men make themselves and their 
hirelings wages on this Bargain is the great exertion they use for they work from 
Monday morning to Saturday night, and nearly double the work which is wrought in 
common Bargains and it is as plain as possible the Company could not have wrought 
this mine in the common way without considerable loss, nor will they ever be able to 
do it after this Bargain expires on account of its poverty. After stating these facts to 
the Court trust, they will exculpate me from the most distant intention to do wrong or 
injure them, but to do them good, which has always been the ruling motive of all my 
transactions in the Company’s service.”°° 


This matter was not fully over, on 27" and 28", the 29, 3°, 4t", 5th and 6!" March 1812, 
the Court questioned Robert Stagg and Thomas Dodd. Following this the resolutions 
of 7" March 1812 were passed.*6 


Resolution 1 — That under no consideration the cost price of the lead to be laid down 
at Newcastle for the present year, exceed the statement delivered in 
by T Dodd and R Stagg. 


Resolution 2. That Robert Stagg remove from Alston to the Company’s house at 
Stanhope and that an office be established there, Robert Stagg to see 
that the garden be put in order and the house and premises in a proper 
state of repair. And that the painting of inside and out, engaged to be 
done by the trustees be completed as soon after the 1st May as 
possible. 


Resolution 3. That Joseph Little the cashiers assistant attend the mill at Stanhope, 
and that the mill Agents reside as near the mill as possible. 
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Resolution 4 


Resolution 5 


Resolution 6 


Resolution 7 


Resolution 8 


Resolution 9 


Resolution 10 


Resolution 11 
Resolution 12 
Resolution 13 


Resolution 14 


Resolution 15 


Resolution 16 


Resolution 17 
Resolution 18 


Resolution 19 


Resolution 20 


Resolution 21 


That a reduction take place in the Middlehope and Irishopeburn ore 
carriage as suggested by Robert Stagg. 


That a new mould be made to the form proposed by Robert Stagg for 
the lead to be refined. 


That a Trial be made for condensing the smoke in Stanhope 
chimneys, the effect to be reported to the Court. 


That Stanhope chimneys should not be heightened till the above 
experiment have been tried. 


That proper Bingsteads be made at Stanhope mill in a secure 
situation, that Robert Stagg transmit to the Court an estimate of the 
expense. 


That the Peat house at Nenthead be repaired or rebuilt an estimate 
thereof to be transmitted to the Court. 


Joshua Stagg senior is to give the whole of his attendance at the 
mines in Teesdale. 


Joshua Stagg junior be appointed the mill agent at Egglestone. 
Thomas Dodd junior take the Superintendency of Coanwood Colliery. 


John Doda’s appointment is rendered unnecessary and is to cease at 
Michaelmas next. 


That not any gunpowders be used by the Company’s workmen but 
was furnished by order of the Court and be charged to them at the 
prime cost with only the addition of freight and carriage. 


That the candles be purchased upon the best terms paid for quarterly 
by the cashier and charged to the workmen in the same manner as 
gunpowder. 


That in the letting of bargains no person whatever shall have an 
hireling employed on any account in the Company’s works, except all 
workmen who may fall sick, that has taken a bargain previous to his 
sickness, and he shall only be allowed this till the bargain is finished. 


That not any bargain be let for a longer term than a quarter of a year. 


That as few wagemen as possible be employed, but that in every 
instance where it can be accomplished the work to be done by the 
piece of what nature so ever. 


That for engaging of Whimsey or Level horses used by the Company, 
notice be given to the parties letting the same for receiving proposals 
for yearly contracts the proposals to be given under seal to the Chief 
Mining Agent and forward to the Court. 


That all stores such as wood, ropes, iron etc. necessary for the 
Company’s mines shall be purchased of the first wholesale houses at 
Newcastle, at the short credit and the benefits of discount taken. The 
invoices to be transmitted to the cashier for examination and payment. 


That the article of Boll (140lbs weight) wood be purchased upon the 
best terms for the Company’s interest by the Principle Mining Agent, 
taking a complete survey and estimate of all parcels in person 
previous to purchase. The invoices to be transmitted to the cashier 
for examination and payment. 
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Resolution 22 


Resolution 23 


Resolution 24 


Resolution 25 


Resolution 26 
Resolution 27 


Resolution 28 


Resolution 29 


Resolution 30 


Resolution 31 


Resolution 32 


That whenever there shall arise a quantity of timber, old wood, rope, 
iron, bark or any other stores, that may be unserviceable to the 
Company, an inventory thereof shall be taken and transmitted to the 
Court who will give directions respecting the sale thereof. 


That the store keeper, shall keep a correct account of all bought wood 
and all parcels delivered to the mines, stating distinctly the quantity 
and the quality and the quantity delivered to each mine and to check 
the delivery of each parcel from the wood to the mine, and also to 
attend the same with the delivery of other wood, rope, iron, 
gunpowder, candles and other stores, keeping a similar account of the 
same, making a distinct account of what is reckoned for with the 
workmen from what is paid for by the Company and that charged in 
the actual amount as near as possible and not in round numbers, both 
of which to be transmitted to the Court by the cashier. 


That no Agent, clerk or assistant, or any party on their behalf shall 
have any concern directly or indirectly in selling gunpowder, candles 
or any other material used in the Company’s mines or be concerned 
in the Corn trade, or in the sale of any shop goods to the Company’s 
workmen, or any others directly or indirectly. 


That no Agent, Clerk or Assistant or any party on their behalf shall 
have any Mine or Shares of Mine or be concerned in Mine adventuring 
or in the purchase of Ore, directly or in any shape whatever or be 
concerned in the Farming Business or employment except keeping a 
Horse or Cow or two for the use of their families. 


Coals and candles are not allowed to any Agents or otherwise 


That the future lettings of Tynebottom Estate and others of the 
Company’s property in the North shall not take place without the 
previous consent of the Court, and all rents and profits to be paid to 
the cashier. 


That every charge against the workmen for drawing work tools, 
crushing mills etc. as well as advances, candles, gunpowders be 
passed through the due papers, and no part to be reckoned or taken 
off them in any other way whatsoever. 


That the percentage allowed by the Newcastle bank on the amount of 
the issue of their notes to the Company be in the future credits to the 
account of discounts. 

That Thomas Dodd relinquish his engagement with the Dean and 
Chapter of Durham. 

That the Chief Agents Thomas Dodd and Robert Stagg be strictly 
enjoined to observe that the several forgoing resolutions be carried 
into full effect. 

That the salaries of the respective agents be increased and fixed as 
follows to commence from Ladyday next the property duty to be paid 
for the same by the Company. 


Thomas Dodd senior £500 per annum 
Robert Stagg £500 . - 
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Joshua Stagg Senior £120 


Joshua Stagg Junior £100 : . 
John Smith £100 " . 
Mathew Johnson £100 : “ 
John Little £150 : 7 
Isaac Hornsby £130 . 7 
Thomas Dodd Junior £100 J “ 
Isaac Batey £100 7 = 
James Bell £60 5 2 
Simon Dodd £30 . “ 
Ralph Briggs £80 - a 
Total £2,100 


That such part of the Court minutes of 10 December 1810 respecting the agents 
salaries be rescinded. 


Resolution 32 That a warehouse be obtained at Newcastle for the depositing of the 
Company’s stock of litharge as it may arrive. Robert Stagg was 
ordered to consult with Mr Hewitson there on. 


Resolution 34 — That an application be made to Lord Darlington respecting a grant of 
his mining liberty in Teesdale. Thomas Dodd was desired to see 
Lord Darlington on the subject. 


Resolution 35 That if any ore of good quality be purchased in Alston Moor, 
Weardale or Teesdale, Thomas Dodd is at liberty to agree for the 
same provided it can be obtained at a price that it shall admit of its 
being laid down as lead at Newcastle at the price given in by Thomas 
Dodd and Robert Stagg for the cost of the Company’s lead in the 
above district for 1812. 


Resolution 36. That Thomas Dodd be at liberty to procure what ore can be obtained 
from Old pickings both in the Moor, Weardale and Teesdale provided 
it can be laid down in lead at Newcastle including every expense at 
a price not exceeding £15 7s per fother. 


Resolution 37 Resolved that £20 be subscribed towards building a school at 
Nenthead. 


Resolution 38 That the sum of £25 be given to Joshua Stagg junior for his 
attendance and charges on the Newcastle journeys which he took 
with Robert Stagg from the death of Joseph Stagg to the 
appointment of Joseph Little. 


From these we can see that Thomas Dodd junior has been given the Superintendency 
of Coanwood Colliery, and that John Dodd who, was to have been dismissed in 1810, 
is to be dismissed from Michaelmas next. On 18" April 1812, Thomas Dodd wrote to 
the Court: 


“| received the Courts letter of the 9° and have to declare that | had no knowledge of 
the Courts intentions respecting my brother until their resolutions were sent down nor 
do | remember his name being mentioned in the Court from first to last, for if | had 
known their determination | would have remonstrated respecting this matter before the 
Court.” 
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Then again on 18" July 18129”: 


“| entreat the Court to give me their final answer respecting my brother, that if he is to 
remove he may have time to look out for a situation, and if so the Court, | trust will 
have the goodness to name the reason.” 


| can find no record of their reply but John Dodd was not reemployed by the Company. 
Simon Dodd continued to work for the Company receiving a pay rise on the 15" 
December 1815, his salary was increased from £30 to £50 per annum. 


The Court minutes of 24'" February 1814 record that Thomas Dodd had resigned his 
post of Superintendent of the Teesdale mines. Robert Stagg was appointed in his 
place with an increase in salary of £100 per annum. Thomas continued to be 
responsible for the Alston mines although his health was deteriorating, this is recorded 
in his report for Ladyday 1816°°: 


“After viewing a part of the mines, myself my health preventing me, the remaining part 
was viewed by my son and others so that the service suffered no loss.” 


Thomas Dodd senior continued in his post until his death aged 64 years on 
Wednesday the 10" April 1816 and was buried at Alston on 13" April; Robert Stagg 
junior filled his position. 


The Court minutes make only two references to this:°9 
Thursday 18" April 1816 
"Resolved that a special Court be appointed on 25th September, to take 
into consideration the state of the Company's affairs in the North in 
consequence of the death of Mr. Thomas Dodd." 


Thursday 25" April 1816 
"That in consequence of the death of Thomas Dodd, Mr Robert Stagg be 
appointed General Superintendent of the Company's mines and concerns 
in the North with the addition to his salary of £100 per annum to commence 
from Ladyday last." 


The comment by Robert Stagg senior in his letter of the 11° May 1808 referring to the 
statement made by Robert Hayton that Thomas Dodd could be easily replaced. 
“What he says about several in the country being fit for Mr Dodd's place is rash and 
foolish. | know not one in the country suitable that can be got.” 

This may give a misleading impression regarding Thomas Dodd’s skills as a manager 
and miner. The records of the company give a different opinion. It may be that he 
merely meant that no other person of a suitable nature was available. 


The General Index Book of the Company (1° January 1816 to 31st December 1868) 
gives a valuable insight to the behaviour of Thomas Dodd and his sons Thomas & 
Simon. 


The Index book gives fragments of information, the report of the Court visit to the North 
in 1813 reported that despite the rules of the Company being clearly stated their 
Superintendent Mr Dodd was still in ‘infringement’ of them, and were in favour of 
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replacing him. The extent to which there abuse had reached, may be gathered from 
the following — 

“We are decidedly of the opinion that the Mining department will never be conducted 
with full effect whilst the superintendence remains with Mr Dodd, and the under 
Agencies filled up by his numerous connexions; most, if not all, of whom look up to 
his for support, and we have reason to believe, that no having thought of mind to 
withstand their importunities, he has been led into his action and to connive at others, 
both injurious to the Company’s interests and disreputable to himself. We cordially 
join in the opinion of the country that he is a very good Miner, & has may good qualities, 
but experience has proved him undesirable as a superintendent” 


The Report also commented on the state of the mine leases and that in many cases 
they were not covered, which could have resulted in the Company losing them. (Report 
of the Deputation of 1813) 


The visitation of 1815 if commented on Mr Dodd’s attitude towards Robert Stagg, but 
we are not told what the problem was. 


The most telling indictment of Thomas Dodd appears in the General Report of Mines 
in Alston Moor of Midsummer 1816 written by Robert Stagg.*° 


“It is painful in the extreme to have to report that it has evidently been the system (and 
it is acknowledged by Mr. Hornsby) for six or seven years back to raise all the Ore 
possible and to withhold every possible expenditure with a view to preserve a 
favourable appearance for the passing moment and which by allowing the Levels and 
way gates to run together and to get entirely out of repair (which it will note cost very 
heavy sums to remedy) and by pushing forward the Ore workings whenever it could 
be done before the Levels to increase the quality of raising at an enormous increase 
of price and thereby leaving these Levels and way gates to be either pushed forward 
now at a great addition of expense or force us to continue prosecuting the mines to 
extreme disadvantage will necessarily cause this district to appear to very great loss 
for two or three years to come.” 

“... we are however of joint unanimous opinion that in the meantime the loss will be a 
very heavy one indeed unless some unexpected good mine should be met with as we 
proceed. At the same time, we are all agreed that it will be the Company's best policy 
to risk this loss for the chance of the future gain which it holds out, and in fact there 
appears no alternative but either to decide upon this or to give up the greatest part of 
the Leases which could not be done without first putting the various mines into proper 
repair which would cost nearly as much as completing the trials without affording any 
probability of recompense...” 

“| have thus detailed to the best of my belief the exact situation in which this district 
stands, and it rests with the Court to decide on the future mode of conducting it and | 
can only add that entering upon the superintendence of it in the extremely deranged 
state in which | have found it with the consequent certainty of it being a very losing 
and unsatisfactory concern for a few years to come with that uncertainty of future 
advantage which is necessary attached to all mining management has given me more 
painful anxiety than | ever remember experiencing on any other business occasion 
whatever.” 
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The General Report of Michaelmas 1816, gives further details of the problems at the 
Alston Mines.*" 

“We are proceeding to put the mines in Alston moor into repair and in pushing forward 
such of the Levels and drifts as are essential to the future advantageous working of 
these mines as was proposed in the last report in doing which the Courts instructions 
to make the expense fall as gradually as is consistent with a due consideration of all 
circumstances respecting these mines has been fully attended to get as very much of 
the expense cannot be withheld without a sacrifice greatly beyond the interest of the 
sums that will have to be expended in these repairs and without the greatest 
disadvantage (such as the repairs of the Rails in the Levels, nearly the whole of which 
the district agents report to be in the most wretched state and which must be renewed 
immediately or the drawing of the mines will be totally interrupted and the erection of 
the two crushing mills, which will be a saving in the two or three first years equal to the 
whole cost of them) the heaviest part of the expenditure will necessarily fall upon the 
year now commencing.” 


It was not until 1820 that the Alston Mines were considered to be in fit state for working. 
Robert Stagg in his General Report of Mines June 1820 states*?: 


‘It is also gratifying to my feelings to be enabled to add that the extraordinary 
expenditure which has necessarily been increased in putting the mines and works into 
proper state for carrying on the future operations to advantage will be terminated, or 
very nearly so, during this year in all the departments of your concern. So that | am 
willing to hope that were the mines even to fall short next year of their usual 
productiveness (of which | entertain no present apprehension) the profit arising there 
from may at least keep pace with that of recent years whilst the labour and anxiety 
attendant on the conducting the concern are likely to be greatly lessened.” 


It is apparent that the behaviour of Thomas Dodd was less than satisfactory, the 
situation that Robert Stagg inherited in 1816 was in his opinion so bad he was unsure 
of his ability to correct the problems and contemplated resigning from his new post as 
Superintendent. The Court rewarded his decision to stay by presenting him with a 
Compass Watch, confirmed by the Court minutes of 24'" October 1816.*% 


Although the last letter sent to the Court by Robert Hayton was from Grassington, 
evidence can be found that he returned to Nenthead. The Alston parish records show 
that Robert Hayton (Lead Agent) married Phebe Richardson on 18 February 1809. 
They had nine children, and the records have them living at Grassfield, Catherine, 
Robert, and Emanuel all baptised on Sunday, 22 August 1813, Jane baptised on 
Wednesday 13 December 1815, Thomas and Phebe baptised on Saturday 25 
September 1819, Betsy baptised on Sunday 9 September 1821, Peggy baptised on 
Sunday 14 September 1823, and John baptised on Wednesday 6 July 1825, he died 
on the 17 July 1825 aged three weeks. The Newcastle Weekly Chronicle of the 6 April 
1816, had an advert placed by Greenwich Hospital for the sale by auction of Brownley 
Hill Mine, and the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle of the 4 May 1816, had an advert 
placed by Greenwich Hospital for the sale by auction of five seventeenth undivided 
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parts Grassfield Mine, in both cases particulars were to be obtained from Robert 
Hayton, the agent at Grassfield. 


CONCLUSION 

There can be little doubt that Thomas Dodd was a knowledgeable mining engineer, 
he would not have held his job for so long if he had not been, but his breech of 
company regulations and poor management of the Alston mines that have been 
exposed must give rise to questions relating to his motivation and level of his self- 
interest, which appear to have been at the expense of the company. 


The Family of Thomas Dodd 


Simon Dodd was baptised on Monday 25 June 1725 at St Andrew, Auckland, Durham; 
he married Isabel Hudson on Thursday 26 May 1746, at Ryton, Durham. They had 
four children: 

1. John, baptised Wednesday 20 November 1748, at Ryton, Durham 

2. Thomas, baptised on Wednesday 7 July 1751, at Ryton, Durham 

3. Ann, baptised on Sunday 6 January 1754, at Ryton, Durham 

4. |sabel who was baptised on Sunday 5 September 1756, at Ryton, Durham 

The records show that they were living at Ryton at this time. 


1. The Lead Company employed John (he died at Alston, 18th January 1831, aged 
82) the brother of Thomas; he is first mentioned in the minutes on Saturday 29th April 
1797:4 

"John Dodd is to earn 12s a week in future." 
There is unfortunately no indication as to what he was to do. We do know that by 
1808 he was working in the Company store, and that following the Court's investigation 
into the allegations made by Robert Hayton he was dismissed. 


The minutes of Saturday 7th March 1812 show:*° 
"John Dodd's appointment is rendered unnecessary and is to cease at 
Michaelmas next." 


2. Thomas Dodd married Mary Hill (baptised on Thursday 23 December 1751 at 

Witton le Wear) the daughter of Jonathan and Mary Hill of Stanhope, on Saturday 16 

May 1772; they had nine children; 

2a. Mary baptised on Sunday 28 March 1773, 

2b. Isabella, baptised Sunday 1 August 1779, 

2c. Nanny (Anne) baptised on 14 November 1780 but who died aged 3 years and was 

buried on 12 February 1784; 

2d. Anna, baptised on Sunday 5 September 1784, 

2e. Thomas and Simon, who were baptised on Wednesday 6 September 1786, both 
boys died, Simon was buried on 6 April 1787 and Thomas on Monday 9 June 
1788. 

Thomas and Mary had two more boys, whom they also called Thomas and Simon: 

2f. Thomas was baptised on Wednesday 26 November 1788 
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2g. Simon on 29" July 1794. 
2h. Rebecca their youngest child was baptised on Friday 21 February 1792. 


2a. On 4 July 1791 Mary, Thomas's eldest Daughter married Isaac Hornsby (Lead 
Agent), at St Augustine’s, Alston, they had eight children, Mary (also called Sarah), 
Garthwaite, Thomas, Isaac, Anna, Isabella, Adam (died in infancy), and Jonathan 
(who died aged 3 years). Isaac worked for the Company as the minutes of Saturday 
29th April 1797 show. "/saac Hornsby the Court agreed to allow him 10/6 a week to 
be employed in their service and recommend to Thomas Dodd if he finds him capable, 
to improve him in mining knowledge with a view to render him more useful to the 
Company's concerns." 


In 1801, his wages were increased to 23 shillings per week; by 1811, he had a salary 
of £120 per annum as a mining agent. 


2b. Isabella married Anthony Brown of Alston on 25 January 1817, at St Augustine’s, 
Alston, they had one son baptised Anthony Dodd Brown on 5 December 1817. There 
is a reference to an Anthony Brown in the Smallcleugh accounts of 30 September 
1798 to 30 September 1799; he received £13 10s, payment for quarry work. The Court 
minutes mention this side of the family only once, 26 March 1829:46 
"To allow Mrs. Brown eldest daughter of the late Mr. Thomas Dodd an 
annual sum not exceeding Ten pounds." 


| assume that this is given as a form of pension. In 1841, Isabella a widow, was living 
with her son Anthony a lead miner, at Spring House, Nenthead. In 1851, at Low Dyke 
Heads, Nenthead, Anthony Dodd Brown, lead miner, aged 33, his wife Elizabeth 
(Hetherington, married at Alston, 18'" August 1842) aged 32, children Rebecca 7, 
Thomas 5, Mary 3, Isabella 11 months, and Isabella Brown, lead miners widow, aged 
72. In 1871, there are 3 further additions to the family, Matthew born 1854, Isaac born 
1855, and Jacob born 1860. Isabella Brown died at Nenthead aged 81 on 29" 
November 1859. Anthony Dodd Brown died 23' September 1873, and his wife 
Elizabeth (Betsy) died 8' February 1873. 


2c. Anne Dodd married Thomas Stephenson on 24 February 1801, at St John’s, 
Garrigill, he was the Company surgeon living in Nenthead, and is referred to by Robert 
Hayton in his letters to the Court. Anna and Thomas had four children, Frederick Dodd 
Stephenson born 18 January 1802, Thomas Dodd Stephenson, born 26 November 
1804, Mary Dodd Stephenson who died as an infant on 4 August 1803 and Anna Dodd 
Stephenson who also died in infancy on 22 November 1806. 


2f. Thomas jnr. married Nancy Teasdale an Innkeepers (William Teasdale) daughter, 
at Gretna Green and then later on 10 October 1807, at St Augustine's, Alston. 


Children of Nancy & Thomas Dodd jnr. 

2f/1. William who died 13th November 1812 aged 6 weeks 

2f/2. Thomas born 1809/10? baptised 5th January 1813 at Alston 

2f/3. Simon baptised on 10 June 1816 at Alston. 

2f/4. Mary baptized 4th July 1817 at Middleton in Teesdale. 

2f/5. Frederick born about 1819, died 21st June 1822, aged 3, at York. 
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2f/6. Rebecca born 1821 at Teasdale 

2f/7. Isabella born 16 April 1822, at York, Yorkshire (birth registered at York Quaker 
meeting house, note added that parents not members) 

2f/8. Frederick born 15th June 1823, York, Yorkshire (birth registered at York Quaker 
meeting house, note added that parents not members) 

2f/9. Joseph Teasdale Dodd 15 (born 10th June 1826, baptised 3rd Sept 1848, 
Marsden Yorkshire) 

2f/10. John born 1829? 


Thomas also worked for the Company being appointed as assistant to his father in 
September 1803 at £20 per annum. Then he was also appointed as storekeeper, the 
minutes for Thursday 6th March 1806 state;*” 
"At the Request of Thomas Dodd to have his son appointed to the place 
of store keeper. The Court agreed that he should have £10 per annum in 
addition to his present allowance of £20 as an assistant to his father to 
commence from Michaelmas last." 
By March 1812, Thomas Dodd junior had taken the Superintendency of Coanwood 
Colliery, and was receiving £100 per annum.*8 


The General Index book states that Thomas Dodd junior was reprimanded and 
cautioned for misconduct in 1816. After the death of his father he was made Clerk to 
the Superintendent Robert Stagg, at Middleton, his salary of £130 was not raised due 
to his recent misconduct. In 1817, his salary was increased by £40 to £200 “with the 
hope the superintendent may not be disappointed in his expectation of him.” 


The Court agreed in 1819 to build a house at Middleton estimated cost £529 for 
Thomas Dodd their Head Clerk. The instruction for this house to be built was 
suspended by the Court of 21%t October 1819 following his general misconduct and 
treating for employ in another mining concern; this was reported to the Court by 

a letter from Robert Stagg in October 1819, and Thomas Dodd was dismissed from 
the Company. The Court minutes of Thursday 28th October 1819%°, tell us that; a 
petition from Thomas Dodd respecting his dismissal from the Company employ 
accompanied by a letter of recommendation of his case signed by several inhabitants 
of Middleton, Alston and Weardale was presented to the Court by Mr. Thomas 
Richardson, of Lombard street and upon full consideration of the same the Court find 
no reason to alter their decision respecting Thomas Dodd and the Court cannot but 
express their surprise and regrets that so many respectable characters should have 
signed a letter in such terms. Then on Thursday 4th November 1819, Thomas Dodd 
attended the Court and requested to be heard, he claimed that he did not know the 
charges against him by Mr. Stagg. On examination by the Court this did not appear 
fact and he was asked to leave. 


The General Index book contains the following information regarding Thomas Dodd 
jnr. following his dismissal: 

Letters dated 10, 22, 17, 28 February 1820, refer to his state of wretchedness & 
application for aid 10/6 a week was allowed. 

His application for re-employment, refused in 1820 
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A letter of 12" April 1821 said that the allowance approved in 1820 was to be 
continued to his wife at Nenthead, he having obtained employment in Newcastle. 


The death of Thomas Dodd jnr., at Red Hill, near Reigate, Surrey is recorded in the 
Newcastle Courant: 


21st March 1856 (Newc. Courant) 

Deaths 

At Red Hill, Surrey, on the 9th inst., aged 67, Thomas son of the late Mr Thomas Dodd, 
of Nenthead, Cumberland, many years mining agent to the London Lead Company. 


Census information for Thomas Dodd jnr.: 

In 1841, at Linkfield Street. Reigate Surrey Thomas Dodd, Baker? (was he helping his 
son in law, John Bowhill?) aged 50, Ann Dodd 50, Thomas Doda, civil engineer, aged 
30, Mary Dodd 25 (wife of Thomas jnr), Rebecca Dodd 20, Isabella Dodd 15, Frederick 
Dodd, millwright, aged 15, Joseph Teasdale Dodd 15, and John Dodd 12 


In 1851, at Slaithwaite, Almondbury, Yorkshire, Thomas Dodd, married, aged 62, 
surveyor and Civil Engineer was lodging with John Briscoe and his family, John 
Briscoe born Neston, Cheshire, aged 36 is listed as a time keeper, his wife Mary 
Briscoe, born Alston, Cumberland, aged 33, (born 8th February 1818, parents William 
& Elizabeth?) children, Elizabeth Whitfield, born Alston, aged 7 (No record on BMD?), 
Ann Briscoe, born Marsden, Yorkshire, aged 4, William Briscoe, born Marsden, 
Yorkshire, aged 3, Mary Briscoe, born Marsden, Yorkshire, aged 2, and Margaret 
Briscoe, born Marsden, Yorkshire, aged 1. 


1851 Census 

In 1851, at Salford, Lancashire, Joseph Dodd, Foreman of Surveyors aged 25, born 
Yorkshire Fremmington (Fremington, Richmond, Yorkshire North of Grinton, SE of 
Reeth), mother ?? Dodd aged 63 born Cumberland, Nenthead, sister Isabella Dodd 
aged 28, born York, Yorkshire, sister Mary Watmore aged 33, born Yorkshire, 
Romaldkirk, niece Ann Watmore aged 1, born Swindon, Wiltshire, niece Sarah A Dodd 
7/12, born Salford, Lancs. 


THIS ENTRY for 1851 IS BADLY DAMAGED 


Family of Thomas Dodd jnr. 

2f/2. Thomas Dodd married Mary Hutton 12‘ October 1837, at Southampton, 
Hampshire. 

In 1851, at 33 Warren Street, Clerkenwell, Charles Hutton, retired farmer, aged 75, his 
wife Ann 73, Son in law, Thomas Dodd, surveyor, aged 42, born Nenthead, daughter 
Mary Dodd aged 32, born Privett, Hampshire, granddaughter Anna aged 12, born 
(baptised 25 Aug 1838) Rotherwick, Hampshire, granddaughter Mary A Hutton aged 
3 (born Yvetot, France, daughter of Thomas Hutton a Commercial Clerk and Mary 
Whitfield (born Alston Moor) who married 29 Jan 1847). 


Possible emigration Name: Thomas Dodd, Mary Dodd, Ann Dodd 
Arrival Date: 13 Dec 1851 

Age: 42 

Gender: Male 

Ethnicity/ Nationality: English 

Place of Origin: England 
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Port of Departure: London and Portsmouth, England 
Port of Arrival: New York, New York, USA 
Ship Name: American Congress 


2f/3. Simon Dodd 

In 1841 Aulberry Green, Harlow, Essex, Simon Dodd, Engineer, aged 25. Possible 
death of Simon Dodd 26" March 1849, at the Small Pox hospital, St Alphege, 
Greenwich, Kent, burial 30'° March. 


2f/4. Mary Dodd married Henry Watmore of Southwark 7" March 1840 at the parish 
of St George Southwark 

In 1861 at Basing Hampshire, Mary Watmore head, married, aged 44, Blacksmiths 
wife, born Romaldkirk, Yorkshire, children, Ann aged 10, born Swindon Wiltshire, and 
Henry aged 8, born Swindon Wiltshire 

In 1871 at Basing, Hampshire, Henry Watmore, Blacksmith, aged 58, Blacksmith, born 
Basing Hampshire his wife Mary aged 55, and daughter Annie daughter aged 21. 

In 1881, at Basing, Hampshire, Henry Watmore, Engine Smith, aged 68, his wife Mary 
63, son in law, Thomas Grover, blacksmith, aged 34, and daughter Annie Grover 
(married 2" July 1871 at Old Basing) 29. 

In 1891, at Basing, Hampshire, Henry Watmore, retired Smith, aged 80, his wife Mary 
73, and married daughter Annie aged 40. 

Mary Watmore died 1° quarter 1894, aged 76, registered at Basingstoke. 

Henry Watmore died? 


2f/6. Rebecca Dodd married John Bowhill (journeyman baker) 15° December 1843 
at Reigate, Surrey. 

In 1851, at Wells Yard, St Mary, Whitechapel, Tower Hamlets, Middlesex, John 
Bowhill, journeyman baker, aged 35, born Surrey, his wife Rebecca aged 31, born 
Teesdale, children, Ann 5, born Reigate, John 4, born Reigate, and Henry 1 month, 
born St Mary Whitechapel. 

In 1861, at 23 Heath St, Mile End Old Town, Stepney, Middlesex, John Bowhill, baker, 
aged 45, his wife Rebecca, waistcoat maker, aged 41, children, Annie, waistcoat 
maker, aged 16, John, bakers boy, aged 15, and Rebecca 4. 

In 1871, at 12 Lower Chapman St, St Georges East, Tower Hamlets, London, John 
Bowhill, baker, aged 55, his wife Rebecca, bible woman, aged 51, daughter Rebecca 
F, ---- Printer, aged 14, and grandson, John Bowhill aged 5. 

In 1881, at St George in the East Workhouse, Inmate, John Bowhill, widower, baker, 
aged 63. 

Rebecca Bowhill of Nelson Street, was buried at Tower Hamlets cemetery 31% 
December 1874, aged 56. 

John Bowhill was buried at Tower Hamlets cemetery 6" June 1885, aged 68. 


2f/7. In 1861 at Openshaw Lancashire, Isabella Dodd, unmarried, washerwoman, 
aged 36, born York, Yorkshire, son, Thomas, doffer in bottle mill, aged 15, born 
Kendal, and daughter Sarah Ann aged 11, born Manchester. 

In 1871, at 25 Lees St, Openshaw, Lancashire,lsabella Dodd, nurse, aged 49, and 
Annie Dodd, cotton minder, aged 20. 

In 1881, at 6 Egerton St, Openshaw, Lancashire, Thomas Callison, lron Moulder, aged 
25, his wife Sarah Ann (Dodd, married 2% qtr 1876) aged 29, children, William 3, 
Walter 2, Fred 4 months, and mother in law, Isabella Dodd, Char woman, aged 59. 
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Isabella Dodd died 1° qtr 1887, at Chorlton, Lancashire. 


2f/8. Frederick Dodd, joiner (father Thomas a surveyor), married Sarah Ann 
Fanshaw, (baptised 22"4 Oct 1821, father William a wheelwright, mother Caroline) 4" 
May 1848, at St Thomas's church, Ardwick, Lancaster 

In 1851, at 1 Pyles Place, St Judes, Manchester, Frederick Dodd, journeyman joiner, 
aged 27, born York, and his wife Sarah Ann aged 28, born Gainsborough, Lancaster. 
In 1861, at Ardwick, Manchester, Frederick Dodd, Joiner, aged 37, born York, and his 
wife Sarah Ann aged 37. 

Frederick Dodd died 3 quarter 1863, registered at Manchester. 

Sarah Ann Dodd died 2" qtr 1865, registered at Fylde, Lancashire. 


2f/9. Joseph Teasdale Dodd 

In 1851, at Salford, Lancashire, Joseph Dodd, Foreman of Surveyors aged 25, born 
Yorkshire Fremmington (Fremington, Richmond, Yorkshire North of Grinton, SE of 
Reeth), mother ?? Dodd aged 63 born Cumberland, Nenthead, sister Isabella Dodd 
aged 28, born York, Yorkshire, sister Mary Watmore aged 33, born Yorkshire, 
Romaldkirk, niece Ann Watmore aged 1, born Swindon, Wiltshire, niece Sarah A 
Dodd 7/12, born Salford, Lancs. 


2f/10. John Dodd 
Possible burial 26"" January 1851, at Reigate, Surrey, aged 22. 


2g. Simon Dodd was appointed as assistant to his father in September 1811 at a 
salary of £20 per annum. Simon married Mary Bunting on the 26 May 1814, at 
Melmerby, witnesses to the marriage being Mark Hall, Jacob Howe and Rebecca 
Dodd; and they had two children, Mary baptised on 19 February 1816 (married John 
Wilson, 15" August 1846, she died aged 71, at Stanhope in July 1888), and Thomas 
born 1818. In 1814 the minutes of Thursday 15th December 1814 state Simon 
requested an increase in salary, this was granted and it was raised from £30 to £50. 
Simon was appointed assistant at Stanhope Mill in 1816, he was reprimanded by the 
court for misconduct in that year, and his salary of £50 was not raised because of this. 
In 1817 his salary was raised by £25 “with the hope that the superintendent may not 
be disappointed in his expectations of him” there were further problems with his 
behaviour in 1822, and he was to be dismissed on any recurrence of bad conduct. 
Simon resigned his position in 1825, and although the General Index book records 
that various letters were sent between November 1825 and January 1826, no 
information regarding the reason is given. His letter for re-employment in June 1828, 
was rejected. 


There is one further intriguing entry in the minutes dated Thursday 5th July 1832 
"Robert Stagg was given permission to give ten pounds to Mrs. Simon Dodd and her 
family, in such a way as he thinks fit."°° No reason is given for this. The 1851 census 
shows that Simon had become a teacher; there are references to him being a teacher 
up until 1858 at Stanhope, and his wife Mary was teaching at the National Girls School 
at Stanhope between 1827 and 1834. The 1851 census gives, at Stanhope, Simon 
Dodd, born Cumberland, Nenthead, Widow, teacher, aged 54, and his son Thomas, 
born Stanhope, aged 33, weak minded. Simon died aged 63 years on 11" December 
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1858. In 1861, at Stanhope, John Wilson, decorative painter, aged 39, his wife Mary 
41, children John, decorative painter, 14, Anna 5, and brother in law Thomas Dodd 
aged 39. 


2h. Rebecca Dodd married Mr F Charlton at Gretna Green on 6" June 1815. 

17 June 1815 (York Herald, and General Advertiser) 

Elopement. —On the evening of the 5" inst., Mr F. * schoolmaster of 
Nenthead, near Alston, eloped in a post chaise with the youngest daughter of the 
London Lead agent of the above place, and arrived at the Howard’s Arms Inn, in 
Brampton, the following morning, from thence the anxious pair resumed their 
flight for Gretna Green: presently two neighbouring sturdy rustics, each upon a 
prancing roadster, appeared in pursuit to retake the fair fugitive; happily poor 
pedagogue and his intended rib had fled, and the two ninnies dodged on to 
Gretna Green, but, previous to their arrival, the enamoured lovers were coupled 
at the celebrated temple. 


In 1841 and 1851 Rebecca was working for John Sudler, the 1851 census gives that 
at Percy Bank, Chirton, Wallsend, John Sudler, married brick & tile manufacturer, aged 
56, house keeper Rebecca Charlton, widow, aged 53, servants Joseph Luers 50, and 
Jane Johnson 56. In 1861, at Physic Hall Bankfoot, Rebecca Charlton, widow, 
annuitant, aged 69. In 1871, she was still living at Physic Hall Bankfoot, Rebecca 
died 1S‘ May 1872 and was buried at Nenthead 3 May 1872. Probate was granted to 
John Wilson of Stanhope, painter, and Anthony Dodd Brown, of Nenthead, lead ore 
miner and nephew. 


Her will was as follows: 
Rebecca Charlton, Widow 


This is the last will and testament, of me Rebecca Charlton, of Alston, in the 
County of Cumberland widow. | direct my just debts funeral and testimentary 
(sic, testamentary) expenses to be fully paid by my executors hereinafter named. 
| give and bequeath all of my household furniture money and all other my effects 
unto my niece Mary wife of John Wilson of Stanhope in the County of Durham 
painter, and my nephew Anthony Dodd Brown, of Nenthead in the County of 
Cumberland Lead Ore Miner, to be equally divided between them, share and 
share alike. | appoint John Wilson and Anthony Dodd Brown Executors of this 
my will. In witness where of | have hereinto set my hand this twenty ninth day of 
March in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy two . Rebecca 
her X mark Charlton. 


Signed published and declared by the said Rebecca Charlton, as her last will and 
testament in the presence of us present at the same time, who at her request in 
her presence and in the presence of each other have hereunto subscribed our 
names, as witnesses, the same having been previously read over and explained 
to her when she appeared perfectly to understand the same. 

John G. Millican Solicitor, Alston. Stewart Carson, Surgeon, Alston. 


Proved at Carlisle the twelfth day of November 1872 by the oaths of John Wilson 
and Anthony Dodd Brown, Nephew of the Testator, the executors named in the 
will to whom administration was granted. 


33 


The Testator Rebecca Charlton was late of Alston in the County of Cumberland, 
Widow and died on the first day of May 1872 at Alston aforesaid. 

Under £200 

Utrick Bainbridge, and John George Millican 

Solicitors Alston 


On 6'" January 1816, Mary Dodd died aged 64 years, Thomas died on 10™ April 1816, 
they were both were buried at Alston. 


34 


THE WILL OF THOMAS DODD 1816 


Source: North East Inheritance database (pre-1858 Durham Probate Records) 
Ref: (DPR/I/1/1816/D1 1/1-6) 


This is the last Will and Testament of me Thomas Dodd of Nenthead in the 
parish of Alston in the county of Cumberland, gentleman. 


| give unto my sons Thomas Dodd and Simon Dodd all my wearing apparel 
and wearing linen to be equally divided between them by my Executors. 

| give to my Grandson Thomas Stephenson the Bed Bedstead and Bedding 
now standing in the room above the kitchen of my present Dwelling house 
and | direct the said Bed Bedstead and Bedding given to my said Grandchild 
by my executors immediately after my decease and his receipt 
notwithstanding his infancy shall be sufficient discharge for the same. | give 
to my son Simon Dodd my Bookcase and Writing desk now standing in the 
Dining Room of my said dwelling house. | give and bequeath unto my 
daughter Isabella Dodd all the remaining part of my Household Furniture and 
Implements of Household Beds and Bedding Plate Linen and China to be 
given to her by my executors immediately after my decease. | give devise 
and bequeath unto my son Thomas Dodd the younger and my friend Adam 
Walton of Snappergill in the said parish of Alston, yeoman, and John 
Thompson of Nenthead aforesaid yeoman, their Executors Administrators 
and Assigns All and Singular my Leasehold Messuages, Dwelling houses, 
Lands, Hereditaments and Premises whatsoever and wheresoever and also 
all my Money out at interest, Securities for money and all other my personal 
Estate and Effects Goods and Chattels whatsoever and wheresoever not 
herein before given, Upon the Trusts hereinafter mentioned (that is to say) 
Upon Trust as soon as conveniently may be after my decease absolutely to 
sell and dispose of all and every my said Hereditaments and Premises and 
all other my Personal Estates and Effects bequeathed to them as aforesaid 
and to collect and call in all my outstanding Debts and in the first place out of 
the money that shall come to their hands to pay off and discharge all my just 
debts and funeral and other expenses and the expenses of proving this my 
Will. And then to place out at interest upon Government real or other good 
security the sum of five hundred pounds and pay the interest thereof by half 
yearly payments unto my daughter Rebecca for and during the time of her 
natural life and the first half yearly payment to be made to her at the end of 
six calendar months next after my decease and | direct that the receipt and 
receipts of my said Daughter Rebecca notwithstanding her present or any 
future Coverture shall be sufficient Discharge and sufficient Discharges to my 
said Trustees and the survivors and survivor of them his Executors and 
Administrators for so much Interest as in such receipt or receipts shall be 
expressed to be received without her present or any future Husband joining 
in such receipt or receipts and that the same interest or any part thereof shall 
not be subject to the debts contracts or engagements of her present or any 
future husband but shall be entirely at her own exclusive disposal and for her 
own use and as if she were sole and unmarried. 

And from and immediately after the decease of my said daughter Rebecca 
Then | direct that the said Thomas Dodd the younger, Adam Walton and John 


Thompson and the survivors or survivor of those his Executors and 
Administrators shall stand and be possessed of the said Principal sum of Five 
hundred pounds Upon Such Trusts and in such manner and form as she my 
said Daughter Rebecca shall at any time or times during her natural life and 
notwithstanding her coverture and whether sole or married by any Deed or 
Deeds or by her last Will and Testament duly executed and attested in the 
presence of two or more credible witnesses direct give limit or appoint And in 
Default of such Direction Gift Limitation or Appointment There Upon Trust that 
they the said Thomas Dodd the younger, Adam Walton and John Thompson 
and the survivors or survivor of those his Executors and Administrators pay 
the said Principle sum of Five hundred pounds unto the child if only one and 
if more than one unto and between and amongst all and every of the Children 
of my said Daughter Rebecca lawfully begotten or to be begotten to be equally 
divided between or among the same children if more than one in equal shares 
and proportions as Tenants in common and to be absolutely vested in such 
of the same children as shall be a son or sons as he or they shall respectively 
attain his or their age or respective ages of twenty one years or die under that 
age leaving lawful issue and in such of the same children as shall be daughter 
or daughters when and as she or they shall attain her or their age or respective 
ages of twenty one years or day or respective day of marriage which shall first 
happen and the interest and income of each child’s share during his her or 
their respective minority or minorities to be applied by my said Trustees or the 
survivors or survivor of them his Executors or Administrators towards his her 
or their respective maintenance in such manner as they or he shall think fit. 
And in case of the death of my said Daughter Rebecca without her making 
such Direction, Gift Limitation or Appointment aforesaid and without leaving 
any lawful issue her surviving. Then | direct my said Trustees and the 
survivors or survivor of them his Executors or Administrators to stand 
possessed of the said Principle sum of Five hundred pounds In Trust for the 
person or persons who shall then be the next of kin of my said daughter 
Rebecca in a due course of Administration exclusion of her present Husband 
whom | direct shall be entitled to no part of it such said principle sum but the 
same shall be paid and divided in the same manner as if he were actually 
dead to or amongst the person or persons who would in that case be entitled 
to the same as the next of kin of my said daughter And Upon Trust that my 
said Trustees Shall and do from and out of the money to arise and be 
produced as herein before mentioned place out at Interest upon Government 
real or other good security the further sum of Twenty Pounds and shall and 
do pay the interest thereof yearly and every year as the same shall come in 
and be received to the Master for the time being of the School at Nenthead 
aforesaid the first payment of such interest to be made at the end of twelve 
calendar months next after my decease. And after raising and placing out at 
Interest the aforesaid sums of Five hundred pounds and Twenty pounds for 
the purposes hereinbefore mentioned Then | direct my said Trustees to pay 
and apply the money that shall remain to paying the Legacies and Bequests 
hereinafter mentioned (that is to say) | give and bequeath to the 
Superintending Preacher or Minister who shall at the time of my decease be 
stationed or resident amongst the Society of Protestant Dissenters called 
Methodists in the District or Circuit whereof Alston is a part of the sum of Fifty 
Pounds and | direct the same to be placed out at interest by such 
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Superintending Preacher or Minister and the interest thereof to be applied 
from time to time by the Superintending Preacher or Minister for the time being 
in such manner as he shall think fit for the purpose of the said Society in the 
said District or Circuit whereof Alston is a part. | give and bequeath to my 
said daughter Isabella Dodd the Legacy or sum of Five hundred pounds and 
to my son Thomas Dodd the younger the Legacy or Sun of Six hundred 
pounds, and to my son Simon Dodd the Legacy or sum of Five hundred and 
fifty pounds and | direct the said three last mentioned legacies to be paid to 
the said respective Legatees at the end of twelve calendar months next after 
my decease with interest from the time of my decease. | give and bequeath 
to my Grandson Frederick Dodd Stephenson the Legacy or sum of One 
hundred and fifty pounds and to my Grandson Thomas Stephenson the 
Legacy or sum of one hundred and sixty pounds and | direct the said two last 
mentioned Legacies to be paid to my said grandsons as they shall 
respectively attain the age of twenty one years and the interest thereof in the 
meantime from the end of Twelve Calendar months next after my decease to 
be applied as my said Trustees think fit towards their respective maintenance 
and education. And | direct that in case either of my said Grandsons shall die 
before his said Legacy shall become payable that the Legacy and Interest so 
left to him shall go and be paid to the other of my said Grandsons in like 
manner with his own Legacy. 

| give and bequeath to my Grandchildren Mary Hornsby, Garthwaite Hornsby, 
Thomas Hornsby, Isaac Hornsby, Anna Hornsby and Isabella Hornsby the 
Legacy or Sum of Twenty pounds each and to my Granddaughter Emma 
Hornsby the like Legacy or sum of Twenty pounds and | direct the said last 
mentioned Legacies to be paid to such of my Grandchildren as shall have 
attained their ages of Twenty One years at the end of Twelve Calendar 
months next after my decease and to such of them as shall not then have 
attained that age as and when they shall respectively attain such age and the 
interest thereof from the end of Twelve calendar months next after my 
decease to be applied in such manner as my Trustees shall think fit towards 
their respective Maintenance during their Minority. And | direct that in case 
any of them shall die before his her or their Legacy or respective Legacies 
shall become due and payable that the Legacy or Legacies of him her or them 
so dying shall go and be paid equally to and amongst the survivor and 
survivors of them share and share alike. And from and after providing funds 
for the several payments aforesaid in case there shall then remain any money 
arising from my said Estate and Effects | direct my said Trustees to pay and 
divide such residue to and amongst my said children the said Thomas Dodd, 
Simon Dodd and Isabella Dodd share and share alike. And | do hereby 
declare that my said Trustees shall not be answerable or accountable the one 
for the others or other of them or the acts or Deeds of the others or other of 
them but each of them for his own Acts only and that they and each of them 
shall and may retain to and reimburse themselves and himself all such 
reasonable Costs Charges and Expenses as they or any of them shall or may 
be put unto in and about the execution of this my Will and that none of them 
shall be answerable or accountable for any loss that shall happen to my 
Estate and Effects without their or some of their respective wilful default or 
neglect And that the receipt and receipts of my said Trustees or the survivors 
or survivor of them his Executors and Administrators shall be sufficient 


37 


Discharge and sufficient Discharges to the purchaser or purchasers of all or 
any part of my said Hereditaments and Property directed to be sold and that 
such purchaser or purchasers shall not afterwards be liable to see to the 
application of such purchase money or be answerable for the loss 
misapplication or non-application thereof or of any part thereof 

And | do hereby appoint my said son Thomas Dodd the younger, Adam 
Walton, and John Thompson joint Executors of this my Last Will and 
Testament and do hereby revoke all my former Wills. In Witness whereof | 
have to this my last Will and Testament contained in this and the preceding 
four sheets of paper set my and seal (that is to say) my hand at the bottom of 
each of the four preceding sheets and my hand and seal to this fifth and last 
sheet this twenty second day of February in the year of our Lord One thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen. 


Wi A Add__ 
Witnesses: 


Robert Bainbridge 
Frances Lee 
Anthony Brown 


This Will was proved 25th October 1816, by Thomas Dodd of Stanhope, 
gentleman, Adam Walton of Snappersgill, Alston, gentleman, and John 
Thompson of Nenthead, yeoman. 

Effects under £2000 


Thomas Dodd Personal Estate £138 10s 

23rd May 1883 Administration (with Will) of the Personal Estate of Thomas 
Dodd late of Nenthead in the County of Cumberland Gentleman who died 10 
April 1816 at Nenthead left unadministered by Thomas Dodd the younger, 
Adam Walton and John Thompson the Executors was granted at Durham to 
Mary Wilson (wife of John Wilson) of Stanhope in the County of Durham the 
Administratrix of the Personal Estate of Simon Dodd the son of the Residuary 
Legatees. Former Grant Consistory Court of Durham October 1816. 

Effects £138 10s 
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